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We are happy to welcome you to the annual Vasaloppet ski race here in the beautiful city of Asahikawa. Each
year, this gathering brings together skiers from many nations, united by a shared appreciation for endurance,
friendly rivalry, and the warm spirit of winter sports.

Vasaloppet traces its story back to early 16thcentury Sweden, when Gustav Vasa fled his pursuers across the
snowy countryside—an extraordinary journey that later inspired the creation of what has become the world’s
most historic longdistance ski race. Over time, this tradition has travelled far beyond Sweden’s borders, and in
Asahikawa it has found a second home.

We offer our sincere thanks to the athletes whose dedication and rigorous preparation bring this event to life.
We are equally grateful to the organizers, volunteers, and sponsors whose tireless efforts ensure that this race
continues to thrive.

To all participants, we wish you a safe, challenging, and rewarding race. To all spectators, your encouragement
and enthusiasm are deeply appreciated. Together, let us make this year’s Vasaloppet in Asahikawa a truly
memorable and uplifting occasion.
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Yuki Kondo-Shah

U.S. Consulate General Sapporo
Principal Officer
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On behalf of the United States Embassy, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to Asahikawa City for hosting
the 2026 edition of Vasaloppet Japan.

As a fan of winter sports, I deeply appreciate the significance of this event in fostering international
cooperation and sportsmanship.

Having recently experienced the incredible "Japow" in Hokkaido, I can personally attest to the region's unique
charm and its perfect setting for such a prestigious ski event.

Best wishes for a successful and memorable celebration.
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